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FuLL SPEED AHEAD!

One legidator this week likened the Florida Legislature to Chicago’'s
O’'Hara Airport. He noted, that there are hundreds of bills circling the
Legidature that have been passed by Committees and are waiting to
“land” on the Senate and House floors to be voted out and sent to the
Governor. Those bills sarted landing fast and furious on
Wednesday...they haven't stopped.

This abbreviated version of your Legislative Link contains a summary of
the Learning Gateway legidation that has risen in recent days from what
appeared to be the ashes of defeat to possible passage. Because other
bills have been passed at such a dizzying rate this week, it will take days
— if not weeks — to fully and accurately understand what has and hasn't
been passed. Consequently, we will not attempt today to clarify what is
not yet known!

As this Legidlative Link went to press, the Senate was considering an
amended budget proposal. Next week, we will provide you a comparison
of what ultimately passes in the House proposed 2002-2003 budget.

As this Legislative Link went to press, it was also unclear what the future
holds for the 2002 Legislative Session, or future Special Sessions. On
Wednesday and Thursday, breakthroughs on the tax reform issue that has
held up the Legislature the entire session, and a new offer by the Senate
of a reapportionment map that better accommodates the Speaker’s desires
for a successful Congressional run, surfaced. As a result, the discussions
at the beginning of the week that had focused on the Legisature ending
today and returning in two weeks to finish their business in Specia
Session has turned to discussions of extending the Session, working
through the weekend, and completing much of the business — including
perhaps the budget — next week. The decision on how to proceed will be
made by the Speaker and the President sometime today.

Quote of theday . . .

“No. 1, to determine what it is, at different age and ability levels, that
children ought to know, believing that we can never determine if children
know what they ought to know if we haven’t determined what it iswe think

they ought to know.” - Kentucky Governor Wallace Wilkinson on his
education reform package in the 1970’s.



KubDoOS TO PFIZER

Pfizer Pharmaceuticd Company launched its Share
Card Program on January 15th. The program dlows 1)
individuals who are 65 or older, or otherwise Medicare
eigible, 2) who have individud gross annua incomes
below $18,000 or joint gross incomes below $24,000,
3) and who are without prescription coverage to receive
a Pfizer for Living Share Card. For $15 per month
eech, Share Card holders will be adle to fill dl of their
prescriptions with Pfizer prescription drugs, as wel as
two co-promoted drugs. There is no membership or
enrollment fee, the Share Card will be accepted a most
retall pharmacies in the United States, and there is no
limit on the number of prescriptions or medications.

Enrollment opened on February 1, and on March 1st
cards were authorized to be used a participating retail
pharmacies.  For additiond information on the Pfizer

PARENTS AND CHILDREN'SDAY CELEBRATES
FAMILIES

On March 14, Governor Bush signed HB 1283 into
law, creating Parents and Children's Day in Horida on
the first Sunday of April each year. The hill, sponsored
by Representative Loranne Audey and Senator Richard
Mitchell, promotes Horida's early childhood efforts
and is intended to rase awvareness of the importance of
supporting Horida's families. Class XX of Leadership
Forida, of which Representative Audey is a member,
has taken on the issue of school readiness and adopted
the Parents and Children's Day legidaion. The hill
draws dtention to children and family issues, and
encourages dl citizens of the date to wear a white
ribbon on Parents and Children's Day indicating that
our children are conddered to be specid gifts and are
vaued for ther part in the“cirde of life’.

program or to receive an application to participate, cal
1-800-717-6005, or vist www.pfizerforliving.com.

Did You Know . . ?
It is impossible to lick your elbow.
A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one knows why.
Mel Blanc (voice of Bugs Bunny) was allergic to carrots

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ISSUE CLARIFIED

The 2001 Forida Legidature repeded Section 402.3015, Horida Statute, effective January 1, 2002. Since the
datute expresdy authorized use of subsdized child care funds to provide before and after school care to school
age children, it appeared © many — school readiness coditions, school digtricts, United Ways, and others — that
continued use of subsidized child care funds for school age care was, a best, quettionable. This raised the
specter of about 50,000 school age children and their familieslosing criticaly needed services.

This Tuesday, 10 months &fter the 2001 Legidature acted, and more than three months after the datute was
repealed, the effect of the reped was clarified by Agency for Workforce Innovation attorneys. To the relief of
al, they concluded that the dtatutory repedls do not prohibit the Forida Partnership for School Readiness from
funding before and after school care for children under the age of 13 with Child Care Development Funds
(CCDF). Thereason?...

Although the express authority was repedled in Florida Statutes, the Partnership has been designated as the “lead
agency” for the CCDF, and is therefore required to comply with lead agency responghilities specified under
federd law. Federd law provides that one of the purposes of the CCDF is to increase the availability of before
and after school care for digible children. At its meeting last week, acting on the advice of the attorneys, the
Partnership concluded that in order to provide before and after school care in addition to school readiness
programs, coditions will be required to specify in their plans the extent to which, if any, they will provide before
and after school servicesin the future.




HOPE FOR LEARNING GATEWAY EMERGESIN LAST WEEK OF SESSION

A new issue joined the lig of ‘mud-pass hills this
week. Familiar now to many legidative observers is
the Learning Gateway hill by Senator Pruitt. This
bil, SB 88, passed the Senate on March 6
unanimoudy.  However, in the House, an ealier
vearson of the hill, HB 1435, was killed by a 6-11
vote in the Councl for Lifdong Leaning last
month. To ensure the hill's success in light of its
datus in the House, Senator Pruitt this week
amended ten Senate hills on the floor with SB 88
language. These are hills that are likely to pass both
houses and were seen as a promisng vehicle for the
Leaning Gateway. As you may remember, the
Learning Gateway bill passed both houses last year
but was vetoed by the Governor.

This year’'s hbill differs from last year's in the
locations of the pilot projects. Last year's version
would have located the projects in Broward,
Manatee, and St. Lucie counties. SB 88 would
locate the demondration projects in  Orange,
Manatee and S. Lucie counties. The bill was further
changed to address the concerns Governor Bush
expresed in his veto message, in which he dated
that many of his concerns were “grounded on the
potential for excessve intrusveness of government
in the lives of Horidds families” He was
goecificdly concerned about the provison for
mandatory newborn testing; lack of parenta consent
for referrd, assessment and intervention services for
identified children and ther families mandatory
referrds, the absence of a public records exemption
to protect the privacy of families and children; lack
of a clear définition of “high risk children”; and the
potentid fiscd impact if the pilot projects were
expanded dtatewide. He estimated that such a future
expanson could cost close to $100 million annudly.

This year's Learning Gateway proposd includes the
following provisons

Creates a 3-year demondration program with
the purpose of providing parents access to
information, referra, and services to lessen
the effects of learning disabilities in children
from birth to age 9.

Requires parental consent for initid contact
and refeara for evduation and services
provided through the Learning Gateway.

Provides that each pilot program must design
and ted an integrated, community-based
sysem to hep paents idetify learning
problems and access early-education and
intervention services in order to minimize or
prevent learning disabilities.

Requires the Leaning Gaeway to be
available to parents in the settings where they
and ther children live, work, seek care, or

study.

Creates an 18 member deering committee
including parents, service providers, and
representatives of the disciplines relevant to
diagnoss of, and intervention in, ealy
learning problems to ensure that parents of
children with potentid learning problems and
learning disabilities have access to the
appropriate necessary services and supports
to provide policy development, consultation,
oversight, and support for the
implementation of three  demondration
programs, and to advise the agencies, the
Legidature, and the Governor on datewide
implementation of  sysem components and
issues and on drategies for continuing
improvement to the system.

Provides that the demongtration projects shall
recommend to the deering committee the
linking or combining of some or dl of the
locd planning bodies including school
readiness coditions, Hedthy Start codlitions,
Regiond Policy Councils, Depatment of
Children and Family Services community
dliances, and other boards or councils that
have a primary focus on sarvices for children
from birth to age 9, to the extent dlowed by
federd regulations, if such changes would
improve coordination and reduce
unnecessary duplication of effort.



The gods of the Learning Gateway are to:

Improve  community awareness  and
education of parents and practitioners about
the warning sSgns or precursors of learning
problems and learning disdbilities, including
disorders or ddayed deveopment in
language, attention, behavior, and socid-
emationd  functioning, induding dydexia
and atention deficit hyperactivity disorder,
in children from birth through age 9.

Improve access for childben who are
experiencing ealy leaning problems and
ther families to appropriate programs,
sarvices, and supports through  improved
outreech and referrd processes among
providers.

Improve deveopmentd monitoring and the
avalability to paents of appropriate
screening  resources,  with  emphasis  on
children from birth through age 9 who are a
high risk of having learning problems.

Improve the avalability to paents of
appropriate  education and  intervention
programs, services, and supports to address
learning problems and learning disabilities

Identify gaps in the aray of services and
supports so that an appropriate child-centered
and family-centered continuum of education
and support would be readily avalable in

each community.
Improve accountability of the sysem through
improved planning, integration, and

collaboration among providers and through
outcome measurement in collaboration with
parents.

The Leaning Gaeway sysgem condsts of the
following components:

A centrd informaion and referrd access
phone number for paents in each pilot
community.

drategies for offering hospitd vidts or home
vigtsby trained gaff to new mothers.

public awareness drategies to disseminae
information about developmentd milestones,
precursors of learning problems and other
developmenta delays, and the service system
that isavailable,

guiddlines for screening children from  birth
through age 9.

adoption of a comprehensve checklist for
child hedthcare  checkups and a
corresponding training package for
physcians and other medicad personnd in
implementing more effective screening  for
precursors of learning problems, leaning
disabilities, and mild developmenta delays.

reduction of duplicaion of cross-agency
screening.

The bill provides that by January 2005, the steering
committee shadl make recommendations to the
Governor,  Legidative leadership, and  the
Commissioner of Educetion related to the merits of
expanson of the demondration projects and develop
a modd county-level drategic plan to formdize the
gods, objectives, drategies, and intended outcomes
of the comprehensve system, and to support the
integration and efficdent ddivery of dl services and
supports for parents of children from birth through
age 9 who have leaning problems or learning
disbilities The modd mug include a datement of
the cogt of implementation.

For detalled information of the Learning Gateway
bill, vist www.leg.datefl.us and type in 88 in the
box at the top of the homepage. The hill dates that
the Legidaure dhdl dlocate funding for the
demongration programs and authorize selected
communites to blend funding from exiding
programs to the extent that this is advantageous to
the community and is consgent with federd
requirements.  However, with budget negotiaions
dill underway, it is undear if the $2.6 million in the
Senate budget — which is currently not in the House
budget - will be induded in the find budget






