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M AINTAIN SCHOOL READINESS QUALITY

Last Wednesday, the Senate passed its comprehensve education reform legidation
(CSCYSB 2108). Among a multitude of other things, the hill transfers the
Partnership for School Readiness to the Agency for Workforce Innovation (AWI).
As this Legidative Link went to press, the House educatiion governance hill
(CS/ICYHB 1533) was poised for passage on the House Special Order Calendar.

While both bills accomplish the same end-god, placing the Partnership in AWI,
the House hill goes much further, and sets the dage for posshle dismantling of
quality measures that early care and education advocates have worked so hard over
the last decade to attain; measures intended to enhance the possbility that al
children who are served have an opportunity to maximize their potentia.

One of the ultimate gods of school readiness is to provide a pot of money, a "block
grant”, to locd caoditions that will dlow them to provide the most effective early
care and education opportunities to the most children possble.  Consequently,
reped of dautes tha would unnecessarily hamper codition innovation is a
forgone concluson. CSCSHB 1533, attempts to achieve this god by repeding
about 30 ealy care and education datutory provisons, incuding the Pre-
kindergarten Early Intervention Program, the subsidized childcare program and the
Gold Sed Quality Care Program.

While reped of these sautes may ultimady be in the cards the implications of
ther wholesde reped ae unclear. This is paticulally true, given the provison
amended into CSYCSHB 1533 by the Council for Lifdong Learning providing that
"Rembursement rates shdl not have the effect of limiting parentd choice or
cregting Standards or levels of sarvice that have not been authorized by the
Legidature.”

If coditions canot adopt standards or levels of service unless they have been
“authorized by the Legidature’, and the Legidature repeds those standards, what
dandards can the coditions use? The frightening conclusion is that the only option
caditions will have will be to dilute qudity sandards, rather than improve them.
Thisis not acceptable.

Please call your legidators today. Tdl them to support the Senate BIll
(CS/ICYSB 2108). Let them know that repeal of these statutes should not be done
cate blanche, in an amendment offered less than three weeks before the end of
sesson.  Ingead, they should be studied over the interim to ensure that appropriate
provisons are maintained in statute.




House APPOINTS CONFEREES

Conference committees began their deliberations last Wednesday. The House and Senate leadership
have arrived at a compromise on the tax cuts. The Senate has agreed to take about $175 million of the
House-proposed $350 million in tax relief. As this Legidative Link went to press, negotiations had
begun in earnest.

BiLLSHEARD LAST WEEK

Below are some of the hills consdered by the legidature during the second week of sesson. To access
additiond information regarding these hbills — or any othees — go to On Line Sunshine a
www.leg.statefl.ug.

HB 1741 CHILD PROTECTIVE INVESTIGATORSSEMINOLE CO. (House Fiscd Respons
Council) - Rdating to adding Seminole County to the list of counties whose sheriffs provide responghility
for locd child protective invedtigations. 4/24 Favorable w/1 Amendment - Senate Appropriations Sub -
Hedth & Hum Svcs

SB 622 FLORIDA HEALTHY KIDS (Saunders) - Reding to providing that loca-matching funds
are not required by the Florida Hedthy Kids Corporation if replacement funds are appropriated by the
Legidature. 4/24 Voted favorably from committee on Senate Appropriations Sub - Hedth & Hum Svcs

SB 830 AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER/HEALTH INSURANCE (Gdler) - Rdating to requiring a
hedth insurer or hedth mantenance organization include coverage for autism spectrum disorder as part of
the mgjor medical expense coverage. 4/24 Voted favorably from committee on SS BANK INS

SB 1286 LAWTON CHILES ENDOWM ENT FUND (King) - Relating to revising procedures for the
adminidration of the Lawton Chiles Endowment Fund and revises the avalability and use of funds from
the endowment fund. 4/25 Reported favorably from committee as amended S-APPROPR

SB 1724 STATE MATCH FOR MEDICAID PROJECTS (Klen) - Reating to requiring the Agency
for Hedth Care Adminidration to develop mechanisms for certification of locd funds as sate match for
Medicaid projects, to maximize federal Title XIX funding. 4/25 Reported favorably from committee on S
APPROPR
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